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“Not to oppose error is to approve it, and not to defend the truth is to suppress it” - Pope St. Felix III

Note: In this report I may occasionally use bold print, large print, CAPITALIZATION, Italics, or word underlining for emphasis. This will be my personal emphasis and not that of the source that I am quoting. Footnote numbers in parenthesis are my personal library numbering system.
This missive is a bit different as it did not develop pursuant to one of your questions. I have been praying for a friend’s husband who is disabled from a terrible back condition. The Holy Spirit then prompted me to research and write about why God allows us to suffer. This missive is what I have found! I will be footnoting the Holy Bible, Catechism of the Catholic Church, Canon Law, Vatican Documents approved by the Pope, Encyclicals and other regulations of Holy Church. WE ARE REQUIRED TO OBEY ALL OF THESE UNDER PENALTY OF SIN! This authority and these mandates came from this scripture: “And I will give to thee the keys to the kingdom of heaven. And whatsoever thou shalt bind upon earth, it shall be bound also in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose upon earth, it shall be loosed also in heaven.”
 This scripture gives Holy Church the authority to make various requirements for us that we are mandated by God to obey!
“Suffering, a consequence of original sin, acquires a new meaning; it becomes a participation in the saving work of Jesus.”
 “To suffer means to carry a cross.”
 "Whenever anything disagreeable or displeasing happens to you, remember Christ crucified and be silent." St. John of the Cross
“Often when people are sick, they get discouraged, depressed, angry, annoyed, and afraid. The Church believes that the sacrament (Anointing of the Sick) offers a special grace to call the spirit. If physical recovery is God’s will, so be it. The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick also remits (absolves) all sins the person IS SORRY FOR but did not previously confess in the Sacrament of Penance.”
 “Each and everyone should be generous and tireless in forgiving one another for offenses, quarrels, injustices and neglect. Mutual affection suggests this. The Charity of Christ demands it.”

In the Book of Job we read about how the Lord allowed satan to inflict Job with disease, kill his family and servants, take away all of his flocks and belongings. Job then said, “Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away: as it has pleased the Lord so is it done: BLESSED BE THE NAME OF THE LORD. In all these things Job sinned not by his lips, nor spoke he any foolish thing against God.”
 “And if the Lord consents to test Job with suffering, He does it to demonstrate the latter’s righteousness. The suffering has a character of a test (test of our faith).”
 
Twenty-four years ago I had a major heart attack. In the emergency room I had my wife call a priest to give me the anointing of the sick as I knew I might die. Afterwords, I lay on the gurney with my feet crossed and hands folded behind my head. I was completely at peace accepting God’s Will for me – life or death! This anointing had brought me the spiritual gift that it was meant to bring.
As Jesus hung on the cross He said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”
 As Jesus forgave so MUST we! If you go to confession and will not forgive some one, the priest cannot absolve you until you do as unforgivness is a serious sin! “Bearing with one another, AND FORGIVING ONE ANOTHER, if any has a complaint against another: EVEN AS THE LORD HATH FORGIVEN YOU, SO DO YOU ALSO (referring to forgiving others).
 
“But IF YOU WILL NOT FORGIVE MEN, NEITHER WILL YOUR FATHER FORGIVE YOU YOUR OFFENSES.”
 From the Our Father prayer recited at every Mass: Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. As I was studying this prayer and accompanying scriptures years ago, I THOUGHT that I did not have any unforgiveness against anyone. I was stuck in traffic once for an hour. I asked the Holy Spirit to show me anyone I needed to forgive. He showed me about fifty names. As they were revealed to me I forgave each person sincerely from my heart. It had an effect upon me that was similar to a deathbed confession. I have never held unforgiveness towards anyone since that time. “But I say to you, Love your enemies: do good to them that hate you: and pray for them that persecute and calumniate you: That you may be the children of your Father who is in heaven, who maketh his sun to rise upon the good, and bad, and raineth upon the just and the unjust.”

“Then Jesus said to his disciples: If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For he that will save his life, shall lose it: and he that shall lose his life for my sake, shall find it.”
  God does not waste our suffering. He allows it so that we come back to prayer, confession and the other sacraments. If we cannot get to a priest because of our condition, a priest will come to us where we are if we ask. “The Redeemer suffered in place of man and for man. Every man has his own share in the Redemption. Each one is also called to share in that suffering through which the Redemption 
was accomplished. He is called to share in that suffering through which all human suffering has also been redeemed. In bringing about the Redemption through suffering, Christ has also raised human suffering to the level of Redemption. Thus each man, in his suffering, can also become a sharer in the redemptive suffering of Christ.”
 “Redemption: The deliverance of humanity from sin and the restoration of grace due to the passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.”
 “It is very important that we try to imitate the attitude of Jesus toward suffering. We should ask Jesus to give us deep faith, and ask Him to help us realize that when He sends us suffering He is not angry with us: rather when He sends us suffering He is giving us the privilege of sharing in His sufferings; our Purgatory is shortened or taken away all together. If when we are suffering we would say to Him: ‘Dear Jesus, I offer this suffering to You, unite it to Your suffering on the Cross, for love of You, and for the conversion, sanctification and salvation of every soul on earth, and for the conversion of my family.”

“When something bad happens, what appears to be haphazard and cruel is, in truth, PART OF THE LOVING PLAN OF GOD. With God there is no such thing as chance. NOTHING merely ‘happens’ as far as He is concerned. EVERYTHING IS MEANT TO SERVE A PURPOSE, MYSTERIOUSLY FORESEEN AND FOREORDAINED. God’s Providence IS INFALLIBLE because the ultimate plans that God has for the universe cannot fail.”
 “And we know that to them that love God, ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER UNTO GOOD, to such as, according to his purpose, are called to be saints.”
"
When we ask or complain about our own suffering, reflect upon this scripture, “FOR MY THOUGHTS ARE NOT YOUR THOUGHTS: NOR YOUR WAYS MY WAYS, SAITH THE LORD.”
 “My son, when you are ill, delay not, but pray to God, who will heal you.”
 “Human suffering is always accompanied by a desire for it to end. No one enjoys pain, but the key to successful endurance during trial is found in the conscience surrender of one’s will to the Will of God, TRUSTING HIM TO EFFECT SOME GOOD FROM THE EXPERIENCE OF THE MISERY.”

 “GOD ALLOWS US TO SUFFER FOR OUR EVERLASTING BENEFIT. In His infinite wisdom and majesty, He uses human suffering for His Glory and our salvation. Suffering no longer spurned as repugnant but embraced as valuable and necessary, assists others and me in going to Paradise.”
 “In the Old Testament, it is the experience of Israel that illness is mysteriously linked to sin and evil.”
 

“Nothing can hurt us without His (God’s) permission. Whatever happens to us is so good that nothing better can be imagined. For our good, He is sometimes compelled to visit us with sickness, trouble, or other painful afflictions. God sends us nothing that is too hard or painful to bear. He proportions all to our strength and abilities. Our trials are suited to our needs as the glove to the hands of the wearer. ALL THINGS WILL CONTRIBUTE TO OUR SANCTIFICATION IF WE BUT COOPERATE WITH DIVINE PROVIDENCE.”
 “Faith in God includes faith in His timing” – Unknown author.

Matthew 18:23-35 is the story of the King (God) whose servant (us) owed Him a great amount and could not repay Him. The King felt sorry for the servant and forgave his debt. The servant (us) then refused to forgive a debt (unforgiveness) of someone who owed to us. God then sent this servant (us) to the torturer (Purgatory) until he (us) paid all his debt. These verses end with: SO ALSO SHALL MY HEAVENLY FATHER DO TO YOU, IF YOU FORGIVE NOT EVERY ONE HIS BROTHER FROM YOUR HEART.”

“The church fathers cite as a means of forgiveness of (our) sins: efforts at reconciliation with one’s neighbor (includes family).”
 “Reading Sacred Scripture, praying the Liturgy of the Hours and the Our Father – every sincere act of worship or devotion revives the spirit of conversion and repentance within us and contributes to the forgiveness of our sins.”

“Instructing, advising (I am doing these in this missive), consoling, comforting, are spiritual works of mercy, as are FORGIVENESS and bearing wrongs patiently.”

“There are no limits to the mercy of God, but ANYONE WHO DELIBERATELY REFUSES TO ACCEPT HIS MERCY BY REPENTING, REJECTS THE FORGIVENESS OF HIS SINS AND THE SALVATION OFFERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. Such hardness of heart can lead to final impenitence and eternal loss (of your soul to satan).”

“Sin is before all else an offence against God, a rupture of communion with Him. At the same time it damages communion with the Church. For this reason conversion entails both God’s forgiveness and reconciliation with the Church, which are expressed and accomplished liturgically by the sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation.”
 “From the Sermon on the Mount onwards, Jesus insists on conversion of heart, reconciliation with one’s brother, love of enemies and prayers for persecutors.”

I end with this most important fact: “After having attained the age of discretion, each of the faithful is bound by an obligation faithfully to CONFESS SERIOUS SINS AT LEAST ONCE A YEAR.”

This report prepared on April 12, 2021 by Ronald Smith, 11701 Maplewood Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024-8482, E-mail: hfministry@roadrunner.com Readers may copy and distribute this report as desired to anyone as long as the content is not altered and it is copied in its entirety. In this little ministry I do free Catholic and occult related research and answer your questions. Questions are answered in this format with detailed footnotes on all quotes. If you have a question(s), please submit it to this land mail or e-mail address. Answers are usually forthcoming within one week. If you find error(s) in my report(s), please notify me immediately!
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